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Methodology

� This Diageo Hotline Poll was conducted by telephone between 
November 8 and 12, 2006 among:

� A random nationally representative sample of 1,005 registered voters, ages 18 and older. Margin of
error +/- 3.1% 

� A sub-sample of 856 midterm election voters (“ Actual Voters” ) were identified, ages 18 and older. 
Margin of error +/- 3.4%

� Poll analysis was conducted by Ed Reilly (D) and Ed Rollins (R).

� Complete results can be accessed and downloaded at: 
http://diageohotlinepoll.com/. 

� Please note that all numbers presented are percentages and that, due to 
rounding, may not add to 100%.
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Right Direction vs. Wrong Track 
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Do you feel things in the country are generally going in the right direction, or do you think things are seriously off on the 
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Most Important Issue

7%11%10%27%Actual Voters

36%

24%

15%

Iraq-
Oppose

14%

9%

7%

Economy

5%10%Ind

Terrorism
Iraq –

Support

14%17%Rep

Dem

November 2006

3%7%

And what is the most important issue facing the U.S. today?
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Do you feel things in [Split Sample A: your area / Split Sample B: the country today] are going in the right direction, or do 
you think things are seriously off on the wrong track?
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Most Important Issue – Local vs. National
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Bush Job Approval
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Bush Approval – Iraq, Economy
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Please tell me if you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of the following public figures. 

Favorability – Public Figures
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Congressional Job Approval
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Did you vote in the election? 

In talking to people about elections, we often find that a lot of people are not able to vote because they are sick or they just do 
not have the time.  With that in mind, were you able to vote in the 2006 election for United States Congress and other offices?
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Voter Profile
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Who did you vote for?
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Thinking about the next election for U.S. Congress, if the election for U.S. Congress were held today, would you be voting for the 
Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate in your district where you live?/Thinking specifically about the race for U.S. 
Congress in your district where you live, did you vote for (ROTATE) the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate?
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When did you decide your vote?
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Who does more negative campaigning?

There’s been a lot of talk about running negative campaigning this year. Which parties’ candidates do you think have run more 
negative campaigns – (ROTATE) the Democrats, the Republicans, or both parties equally?
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Changed your vote choice before election?
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Issue That Drove Your Vote
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What is your definition of corruption?

3%

4%

7%

8%

8%

10%

4%

6%

5%

2%

2%

2%

0% 10% 20%

Not disclosing full information

Breaking campaign promises

Negative campaigning

Scandal

Immoral, makes immoral decisions

Money laundering

Accepting special interest money

Distortions about opponent

Looking out for yourself, not public

Lying, not telling the truth to voters

Distort own positions

Mislead the public

Please tell me in your own words, what the term “corruption in politics” means to you? (OPEN END; PRE-CODE) 
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Bush Policy Satisfaction and Vote Choice
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Did you vote for the Republican candidate in your district where
you live because you are: very satisfied with George W. Bush’s 
policies, somewhat satisfied with George W. Bush’s policies, or 
for some other reason?
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Did you vote for the Democratic candidate in your district 
where you live because you are: very dissatisfied with 
George W. Bush’s policies, somewhat dissatisfied with 
George W. Bush’s policies, or for some other reason?
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Are you pleased with the election results?
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Which of the following best describes your reaction to the outcome of the 2006 election this year – pleased, upset or doesn’t 
matter to you one way or the other? [IF PLEASED/UPSET, ASK:] Would you say you are very pleased/upset or somewhat 
pleased/upset by the outcome of the election this year? 
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Are you happy with 
Democratic gain/control? 
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In general, are you happy or unhappy that the Democratic party 
won control of the U.S. House of Representatives?

In general, are you happy or unhappy that the Democratic 
party won control of the U.S. Senate?*

* Indicates that the first night of fielding, this question 
referred to Democrats gaining seats in the Senate.
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Optimistic/pessimistic 
outlook post-election? 
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Based on the results of the election, would you say you are more optimistic about the direction of the country than you were 
before the election, more pessimistic, or has it not changed your outlook at all? [IF OPTIMISTIC/PESSIMISTIC, ASK:] Are 
you much more optimistic/pessimistic or somewhat more optimistic/pessimistic?
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Better or worse now that Democrats control 
Congress?
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Now, please tell me whether you think each of the following are likely to get better, worse, or stay about the same, now that 
the Democrats won control of both houses of Congress ? [IF BETTER/WORSE, ASK:] Will it get much better/worse or 
somewhat better/worse? (ROTATE) *
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* Indicates that the first night of fielding, this question 
referred to Democrats gaining seats in the Senate.
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What do you expect from Democrats in 
Congress?
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Looking ahead to the next couple of years, what do you expect from a Democratic Congress? [OPEN-ENDED]  Looking 
ahead to the next couple of years, what do you expect from Congress now that Democrats have gained control of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and gained seats in the U.S. Senate? [OPEN-ENDED]*
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Iraq/terrorism better or worse 
without Rumsfeld?
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November 2006 – %age saying “ Much
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As you may be aware, Donald Rumsfeld recently resigned from his position as the U.S. Secretary of Defense. Please tell 
me whether you think each of the following are likely to get better, worse, or stay about the same, now that Donald 
Rumsfeld has resigned from his position as the U.S. Secretary of Defense. [IF BETTER/WORSE, ASK:] Will it get much 
better/worse or somewhat better/worse? (ROTATE)

Net Better: 
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44%
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Thinking about the next election for president, if the election for U.S. President were held today, would you be voting for the 
Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate?
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Suppose the general election for president in 2008 were being held today between (ROTATE) Democrat Hillary Clinton and 
Republican John McCain, for whom would you vote? (IF UNDECIDED/REFUSED ASK:) Which way would lean as of today?
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Suppose the general election for president in 2008 were being held today between (ROTATE) Democrat Barack Obama and 
Republican John McCain, for whom would you vote? (IF UNDECIDED/REFUSED ASK:) Which way would lean as of today?

John McCain vs. Barack Obama
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Suppose the general election for president in 2008 were being held today between (ROTATE) Democrat John Edwards and 
Republican John McCain, for whom would you vote? (IF UNDECIDED/REFUSED ASK:) Which way would lean as of today?
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